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THE END OF BIG STORAGE 
The storage array (monolithic storage) was never designed for data growth rates of 60% or more per 

year that we experience today. Born in the mid-80’s, the storage array was designed to handle data 

growth roughly related to the 6-8% growth rate of a business. Growth of 6-8% means that systems could 

easily last for !ve years or more before major upgrades where required. Annual growth rates of 60% 

(IDC, Gartner) means that every 18 months your storage array runs out of capacity and forces you into 

a disruptive upgrade that starts the cycle over again.

Forecasting storage—you’re guaranteed to get it wrong 
When forecasting storage needs, the only thing you can be guaranteed of is that you will get it wrong—

you will either buy too much or too little capacity. When you over-provision storage you are paying for 

storage today that you do not actually need (and paying in today’s dollars for technology that normally 

drops by 25% per year). When you under-provision, you don’t buy enough and you !nd yourself in 12 

months’ time going through another disruptive upgrade process. Both end up costing you and your 

organization.

Forklift upgrades add zero value
Unless you want to manage many storage silos, the only way to add capacity when you !ll your storage 

array is to go through what has become known as the forklift upgrade. 

1. Forecast capacity requirements and buy a bigger 
storage array.

2. Migrate all your data from old array to the new one.

3. Turn the old one off and "ip the switch on the  
larger one. 

4. Hope that it all works. 

Moving your storage from A to B adds zero value to 

your business. Your business has just been forced through a disruptive and risky process.

The big players don’t buy Big Storage, why should you?
The biggest consumers of storage stopped buying Big Storage a long time ago. Big Storage refers to 

the monolithic storage systems sold by the Big Five storage vendors. While the demands of Google 

and Amazon are obviously different from yours, the core problem is the same—storage arrays don’t 

scale and don’t scale economically. Google and Amazon have, out of necessity, proven that combining 

simple low-cost hardware components with intelligent software that ties them together can be a potent 

combination. One that scales, and scales economically.
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But we’re not Google or Amazon
We’ve seen web scale giants such as Google 

and Amazon move away from buying Big Storage, 

but they also have a team of experts who build, 

manage and maintain these systems. Not many 

companies are in a position to apply the resources 

that Amazon and Google do to their storage 

systems. This is where Gridstore comes into the 

picture. We’ve now made that same scalable 

and ef!cient storage architecture available in a 

way that any sized company can utilize it while 

leveraging existing IT skills. 

Finally. Storage Without Limits.  
A New Approach to Storage.
The idea is simple—take the capacity limit off 

storage. This does not mean that every business 

needs petabytes of storage. What it means is that 

by getting rid of the capacity limit, you get rid of 

disruptive, high-risk and zero-added-value forklift 

upgrades. No more forecasting storage, no more 

over-provisioning storage, no more scrambles to 

get more budget when you under-provision and 

most importantly, no more forklift upgrades when 

you migrate from one array to another. When the 

storage system does not have a limit, all these 

headaches go away. 

The Grid is storage without limits. It turns simple 

building blocks into the world’s most powerful and 

affordable storage. The Grid uniquely combines 

these simple building blocks into high performance, 

highly scalable and fault-tolerant storage—without 

the need for advanced storage expertise. 

By taking a building block approach to storage, the 

Grid allows you to start with only what you need 

today, and grow to any capacity you need tomor-

row, while only paying as you grow. 

Now even the smallest business can afford to 

deploy powerful storage.

 

 SIMPLE BUILDING BLOCKS 
FOR POWERFUL STORAGE.The Grid.

FINALLY. STORAGE WITHOUT LIMITS.
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Gridstore upgrade: 
add capacity as you need it


